
 

 

 
Lori and Walt Combs have gifted St. Georgeôs  
Columbarium with this beautiful angel statue to  
watch over the remains of our loved ones. 
 
 

 
Bob Spielman provided boxwood plants and his  

daughter, Christina Thomas, spaced the shrubs  

while her husband, Dan, dug the holes. Then Chris 

planted them and Bob did the watering, which he 

described as a real team effort! Bob will be doing the 

watering and fertilizing when needed. 

 
Lori and Walt Combs1111 
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O LORD, how long shall I cry for help,  

and you will not listen?  

Or cry to you ñViolence!ò  

and you will not save?  

 (Habakkuk 1:2) 

  

Let us pray ééé.. 

O God, 

I am undone by the weight of it all. The  

cruelty. The lies. The faces of those who suffer 

while the powerful satisfy themselves on their 

pain. 

Every headline feels like another blow to the  

ribs, and I can no longer tell if I am angry,  

grieving or numb. 

I work, I scroll, I watch, I study, I listen, and  

I cannot turn away. 

Children wailing in the dust, the vulnerable  

being abused, the Earth cracking beneath  

greed, neighbors despising neighbors, and  

those who bear your name using it to bless  

violence. 

Where are you, O God of mercy? Why do you 

seem so silent while the truth is strangled, and 

justice mocked? 

Have you grown weary of our prayers, or are  

we simply too overwhelmed by it all to hear  

your reply? 

I confess, Lord, I feel powerless. My words  

fall flat, my strength fails, and my hope  

flickers like a candle in the wind of this worldôs 

madness. 

But still, 

Even in despair, I will not stop calling your 

name.  I will not stop joining the work of  

those who insist on loving their neighbors.  

You who brought life out of dust, You who split 

the seas, You who were crucified by cruelty itself 

é. Rise again! 

Teach us to hope as those who refuse to look 

away. 

Give us courage to love when the world worships 

power. 

And when all strength is spent, hold us in the 

dark éé 

Until Your light returns. 
 
Amen. 

  ~ Rev. Benjamin Cremer  (Oct. 13, 2025) 

 

The People of God have a very long history of  

going toe to toe with the Creator of the  

Universe. Jesus, amid breathing his last breath  

on the cross, was speaking for all the abused, the 

vulnerable, the lowly, the hurt, the angry, the lost 

when he yelled é  ñMy God, My God, why have  

you forsaken me?!?!?ò 

When answers are few and far, if at all. When the 

weight of grief falls heavy on our neighbors and  

on us and all we have is our voice, crying: ñWhere 

are you é Why are you silent é How long will you 

seem so far away??ò We gather as a community of 

believers and surround the vulnerable, and each 

other, with our hearts and our prayers. And as we 

wait for Godôs promises to be realized, we gather 

to do what we can. Life and Faith are a Team 

Sport. I know our Redeemer lives!! And so shall 

we. 

      Rev. Matt 

Rev. Mattôs Pastoral Letter 
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Walt Combs was the speaker at our October  

meeting. He told us about various religious  

Episcopal Brotherhoods and Sisterhoods that  

men and women belong to. Some live in  

monasteries or convents and others live in the 

community. They serve God's people, especially 

the poor. 

 

He also gave us an interesting piece of information 

about the service candles that sit behind the altar 

next to the Tabernacle. There are six and they  

represent six different church services that we  

can celebrate. 

 

 

Thought for the Day 

from Sue Phelps 

 

 "Faith is not belief without proof,  

but trust without reservation." 

Our Fall Sale brought in about $1100! 

 

Our next meeting will be Nov. 20.  

 

 

 

In September Steve Thomas visited  

longtime former parishioner 

Susan Brossia on his way back 

from his annual Florida trip. 

This is St. Thomas Church   

in Greenville, Rhode Island, 

where Susan lives. 

 

She sends her love to all  her 

St. George family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish News 

Episcopal Church Women  
by Betty Jo Hoffman 
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St. Francis Pet Blessing Service 2025 
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The 137th Annual Meeting of the Episcopal 

Church in Western Oregon was held Oct. 18ï19, 

2025, at the Salem Convention Center. Over 280 

clergy, lay delegates, and guests gathered from 

across the diocese, from Brookings to Astoria, to 

do the work of the Church in fellowship, prayer, 

and discernment. 

Delegates Rev. Matt Goodrich  

and Rev. Janine Goodrich. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The gathering began Friday afternoon with a  

Holy Eucharist, presided over by Bishop Akiyama. 

In her sermon, the Bishop acknowledged the deep 

challenges of our current moment, encouraging 

the gathered body to remain rooted in Christ and 

committed to justice, compassion, and communal 

healing. (From the Diocesan website) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delegate Mel Wilcox,  

to the right of Bishop Akimaya. 

More on next page ~ 

Foreground: Delegates Rev. Janine Goodrich, 
Valarie Bruffett, and Sue Phelps 

Annual Meeting 


