
 

 

February 2018 
St. George Episcopal Church  

1024 SE Cass Avenue    Roseburg, OR 97470   
541-673 -4048  

 
The Episcopal Church Welcomes You  

Fr. Jimôs 40th Priesthood Anniversary 

Mission Statement:  
ñLoving God, Loving Our 

Neighborsò 

G od and Father of all, we thank you for your 

Church. 

 

Forty years ago you made Fr. Jim a priest in the 

Church.  We thank you for calling him, and for 

equipping him to be faithful to that calling.   

 

He has been a faithful pastor, a patient teacher, 

and a wise councilor.  He has been faithful in  

prayer, in proclaiming the Gospel, and in rightly 

administering the sacraments.  He has sought to 

build up and strengthen your people and to love 

them as you love them.  He has worked to bring 

about justice and mercy in the larger world, and  

to make your ways known.  He has sought to be  

an advocate for those most vulnerable in our world 

today. 

 

As we celebrate the anniversary of his ordination  

to the priesthood, we ask your blessing on him.   

Let Fr. Jim know your joy as he serves, your  

pleasure in his service, and remind him today that 

he is your beloved child.  Grant him peace in his 

heart and a renewed assurance of your delight in 

him.  

 

We pray this through Jesus Christ your Son, in the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 

Prayer by Pam Boston  

See also page 3 
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Rectorôs Letter 
Dear Friends, 
 
First, thank you for your love and affirmation last Sunday, as you celebrated and blessed the 40th  
anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood.  I was moved.  
 
Second, thanks for your patience as Pam and I were slowed down for about six weeks with a persistent 
cold marked by congestion, coughing, and persistent fatigue.  We seem to be all recovered. 
 
Looking forward, we are almost into Lent.  The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper is on February 13, 
and we observe the start of Lent with Ash Wednesday on February 14.  Ash Wednesday, with Good 
Friday, is one of the two official fast days of our church.  That may be a little tricky with it also being 
Valentineôs Day.  Do what you can.  There are many forms and degrees of fasting.  Just make it  
noticeable to yourselves.  
 
There are a lot of Lenten program on offer to Episcopalians: 
 

¶ Forward Movement has Lent Madness , a chance to learn about 32 remarkable Christians  
as many of us vote for whichever saint will win the ñGolden Halo.ò  We have ten copies of  
the Saintly Scorecard for Lent Madness on hand.  Forward Movement also offers at least  
14 different devotional books for the season.  More at www.forwardmovement.com . 

¶ The Good Book Club is offering a journey with Luke, reading the Gospel of Luke in Lent and  
Acts in Easter season.  It has a number of different sponsors and a variety of aids.  Just start 
out at www.goodbookclub.org. 

¶ Our diocese is encouraging parishes and individuals to consider Becoming the Beloved 
Community , a program addressing racism and other things that divide humans.  There are 
weekly suggestions for prayer, study, and action.  More at www.diocese-oregon.org.  I plan  
to bring some of this into our Sunday services.  

¶ After coffee hour on Sundays you are invited to join me for discussion of the The Path , a  
journey through the Bible.  Or read it on your own, or discuss it with one or more friends.   
We are out of copies at the church office, but can get more.  It is about the path of God and  
humanity from creation to the new creation.  Most is straight Bible text, with interesting  
comments and thought provoking questions. 

 
Here are some basics for Lent:   Watch less TV.  Consider some type of food discipline.   
Be intentionally kind and generous in concrete ways.  God will provide opportunities, trust me.   
Pray more.  Read the Bible more.  Study more.  Reconnect with people who would love to get a note  
or call from you.  Show up at church on Sunday, always.  If you already do that, consider attending  
the Wednesday 10 a.m. service.  Just do what you can, what works for you. 
 
At the annual meeting on February 11, after Eucharist and some coffee, we will receive reports on our 
life in 2017, review the budget for 2018, elect members of the Vestry, and discuss our life as a parish  
of the Diocese of Oregon and of the Episcopal Church, serving in Roseburg and Douglas County.  Do 
try to be present. 
 
It is a joy for me, and Pam, to serve with you all.  

In Christ,  
Fr. Jim+  

http://www.forwardmovement.com
http://www.goodbookclub.org
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Happy 40th Anniversary!  

Fr. Jim was ordained on January 24, 1978, at St. Paulôs Episcopal Church in Salem, Oregon.   
St. Georgeôs celebrated his 4oth anniversary as a priest on January 28, 2018.  Thank you for serving  
us so faithfully, Fr. Jim!  

 
 

Left:  1978 Ordination  

Right:  Fr. Jim in 1980  

Cake and fellowship after the service  


