
 

 

December 2025 
St. George Episcopal Church 

1024 SE Cass Avenue    Roseburg, OR 97470   
541-673-4048 

 
The Episcopal Church Welcomes You 

Mission Statement: 
ñLoving God,  

Loving Our Neighborsò 

WARNINGééWARNING:  ADVENT VIRUS 

 
Be on the alert for symptoms of inner Hope, Peace, Joy, 
and Love.  The hearts of a great many have already been 
exposed to this virus and it is possible that people every-
where could come down with it in epidemic proportions.  
This could pose a serious threat to what has, up to now, 
been a fairly stable condition of conflict in the world. 
 

Some signs and symptoms of the Advent Virus 
 
 ̈A tendency to think and act spontaneously rather  
than on fears based on past experiences. 

 ̈An unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment. 
 ̈A loss of interest in judging other people. 
 ̈A loss of interest in interpreting the actions of  
others. 

 ̈A loss of interest in conflict. 
 ̈A loss of the ability to worry. (This is a very serious 
symptom.) 

 ̈Frequent, overwhelming episodes of appreciation. 
 ̈Contented feelings of connectedness with others  
and nature. 

 ̈Frequent attacks of smiling. 
 ̈An increasing tendency to let things happen rather 
than make them happen. 

 ̈An increased susceptibility to the love extended by 
others as well as the uncontrollable urge to extend it. 

 
 

Please send this warning out to all your friends.  
This virus can and has affected many systems.  
Some systems have been completely cleaned out  

because of it. 

~ Anonymous 
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Itôs a cliche, I know, but after you have kids,  
things really are never the same again. In an  
instant, the world shifts. You are no longer free  
to do as you please when you please. No, instead, 
now you always have to take someone else into  
account when you make decisions. Suddenly  
their schedules and their needs fill your daily 
planner ï whether itôs naps and daycare drop- 
off and 2 am feedings, or soccer games and  
piano lessons, family dinners, reading books,  
and general taxi service.  
 
Parenting is exhausting and frustrating and  
takes everything you have to offer and it is also  
the most amazing job in the world. Suddenly,  
you find out you are capable of love you couldnôt 
have even imagined before. As one parent said, 
ñItôs as if your heart is out there walking around 
without you.ò After you have kids, you can never 
tell someone who you are without acknowledging 
at some point that you are a parent. They are a 
part of who you are and they shape the way you 
see yourself. They shape the way you see the 
world...the way you feel about the world. 
  
We celebrate the birth of Jesus this month. And 
itôs a fact that Jesus was born some 2000 years 
ago in a corner of the world we know as Palestine. 
And itôs a fact that his birth likely changed his 
motherôs and his fatherôs life forever. But itôs also  
a fact that Jesus came, not only to be born of 
Mary....but also to be born in you.    
 
  

ñFor unto YOU is born this day  
in the city of David a savior... 

a child wrapped in bands of cloth...ò 
Luke 2:11-12 

 
  
This Christmas, know that it is Godôs intention 
that Jesus be born in you. Jesus wants to come  
into your life and change it completely and  
forever, as surely as your own child did (or 
would).   
  
 
 
 

 
 ï So that you take Jesus into account 

whenever you make plans and decide what to do 
with your time. 

 
 
ï So that you are never able to fully tell 

people who you are...without talking about Jesus. 
 
 
ï So that Jesus would shape the way you 

see yourself and the way you see  the whole 
world...with a love that you never realized was 
possible before. 
 

Christmas is beautiful...with lights and carols and 

trees...but itôs meant to be more than that. Itôs 

meant to be a miracle as amazing as the birth of 

our own child...a miracle of Godôs love born in you. 

May that love fill you, comfort you, and change 

you this season. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

Rev. Janine 

Rev. Janineôs Pastoral Letter 
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We met at church on Nov. 20. We voted to donate 

50% of the rummage sale profit to Peace at Home. 

 

We kept the meeting short so we would have  

plenty of time for our speaker, Daniel Allen,  

a police officer with the Roseburg Police Dept.  

He spoke about guarding our finances during the  

holidays which, in turn, led to a great question  

and answer discussion about guarding our  

identities on line: 

 

§ Be careful about leaving packages on your 

porch. 

§ Don't give personal information to anyone  

who contacts you with questions or offers  

and then requests information they should  

already have, if they contacted you in the  

first place. 

§ Don't send gift cards if someone you don't 

know requests them as payment for  

something. 

 

Many of these things we have heard more than 

once; but they continue to happen. Guard your 

money and identity carefully.   

 

 

Our next meeting is Thursday, Dec. 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Giving Tree 

 

We are going back to purchasing gifts for families 

in need. Two agencies are represented this year, 

Childrenôs Services and Peace at Home. 

Some tags include a parent's "wish" also.  

 

§ Be sure to write your name next to the  

corresponding number of the recipient  

on the clipboard, in case we need to contact 

you. 

§ Be sure to attach the wish list that shows  

the client number so gifts get to the proper  

person. You may keep the tree ornament if  

you like. 

 

Gifts need to be at church on or before Sunday, 

Dec. 14. They will be picked up Monday morning, 

Dec. 15. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Poinsettias and Wreaths 

 

If you would like to donate a poinsettia or money 

to help defer the cost of the wreaths, you can make 

the check out to the church and write "poinsettias/

wreaths" in the memo section. Or you may put 

cash in an envelope and seal it. Indicate 

"poinsettias/wreaths" on the outside along with 

your name if you desire. If you would like to honor 

someone with your donation, please notify the  

office or write it on the envelope. 

 

If you choose to bring a poinsettia, please keep it 

at home until Sunday Dec. 21. 

 

Thank you for your donation.   

 

 

Episcopal Church Women  
by Betty Jo Hoffman 
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Anniversary Blessings 
 for 

 Valarie and Tim Bruffett 

Birthday Blessings 
 for 

Becky Fendall 

Blessings 

Birthday Blessings 
 for 

Karla Roady 
 and 

Lynde Keller 
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Parish News 

The Roseburg Concert   
Chorale presented Handelôs 
Messiah on Nov. 23 and 25. 
Eight St. George members 
participated: AboveðRevs. 
Matt Goodrich (center in left 
photo) and Janine Goodrich 
(soloist); leftð Pete Benham, 
Lynda Green, and Steve 
Thomas; and rightð David 
Jones (soloist). Not pictured: 
Myana Clark and Janet 
Mecham. 
 
The top two photos are  
courtesy of Matthew Jackson, 
son of parishioners Marcia 
and David Jackson. The  
bottom two photos are from 
the Choraleôs Facebook page. 



ððððððððððððððððððððDragon Scoop December 2025ðððïðððððððïðððððððððð

6 

Sunday, December 21st 
 

 

 

Christmas Concert at St. Georgeôsð2 pm 

St. Georgeôs choir will present a Christmas Concert, singing the  

cantata ñHope Has Dawned, Noel!ò by Mary McDonald. Rev. Matt  

and Rev. Janine will serve as narrators and both have solo parts as  

well. Faith Lutheranôs choir has been asked to join the performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Longest Night Service at Faithð5 pm 

December 21st is the Winter Solstice, the longest night of the year. In our northern hemisphere, it  

has been celebrated throughout time, as people gave thanks that however dark it had become, the  

light would return. 

 

We will be holding a ñLongest Nightò service at Faith this year for all whose Christmas joy may be 

masking grief and pain and disappointment. Whether it is your personal heartbreak or a sense of 

heartbreak for the world or the creation, you are invited to gather with us to light our candles in the 

darkness, and acknowledge that Jesus Christ came into a broken and sinful world and became the  

incarnate Lord who keenly knows all our thoughts and feelings and meets us where we are.  

 

Whatever challenges you are facing, and whatever 

your need, we pray this service will be helpful and 

that you will find a space to receive the healing 

and hope Jesus offers. May you know his light 

shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot 

overcome it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming 
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Parishioner Hellene Chapman has 

this stunning acrylic painting, 

ñEncircling Colors,ò on display at 

Umpqua Valley Arts Center. 

Rev. Janineôs childrenôs sermon  
on Christ the King Sunday 

Parish News 

FISH 

Organizers announced that the first annual 

Umpqua Valley Food Rally on Nov. 20 raised 

$2,128 and collected 2,176 pounds of food for  

families across Douglas County. 

 

The FISH of Roseburg, United Community Action 

Network (UCAN) Food Bank, and Aviva Health  

joined forces for a massive pre-Thanksgiving food 

drive to make sure every family in Douglas County 

has enough on their tables this holiday season.  

 

Donôt forget: the next Green Bag pick-up day is 

Saturday, Dec. 13. 
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1970, continued 
 
The Tysons have arrived at Canterbury in  
England where they will attend CANTESSð
Canterbury Ecumenical Summer Schoolð 
along with Fr. Albert and Thelma Sayers. 

 
The next day, July 19, being Sunday, we all  
went to communion at the Cathedral at 11,  
which was well filled with the Primus (top  
bishop) of Scotland being the preacher. We  
spent the afternoon walking around the  
Cathedral grounds and the part of Canterbury 
nearby, along with Albert and Thelma and also  
Fr. Jack and Alice Andrews from the mid-west  
of the United States.  
 
Monday: breakfast at 8:15, followed by a lecture 
on the Bible in Christ Church Chapel of the  
college. Fr. David Brown gave the talk on the  
Bible, after which the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Ramsey, the ñhighestò bishop in the worldwide 
Anglican Communion of which our Episcopal 
Church is one branch, gave the lectures. The  
lectures were held in the school auditorium. Most 
of the ñpublicò schools in England are run by the 
Church of England, and CANTESS was using  
their facilities for our ñschool,ò which adjoined  
the Cathedral property. It was indeed a privilege  
to have Dr. Ramsey as lecturer for the entire first 
day of our sessions. He was a great man.  
 
That afternoon I attended choir practice at 2:00 
and sang in the choir at Evensong at 6, before  
supper. Canon D. I. Hill lectured that evening  
on the history of the city of Canterbury, but  
unfortunately his British accent was so thick  
many of us couldn't understand half of what he 
said. 
 
Tuesday the lectures were given by Fr. Brown 
(Bible) and Dr. Adair, a management consultant 
and lay theologian who made a fine presentation. 
That afternoon I tried unsuccessfully to locate  
the home of Lucy Peters, my Mother's first cousin 
and twin sister of Alice Woodruff of Eugene. Alice 
Andrews ñput upò Caroline's hair.  
 
Wednesday I had a runny nose and a cold, so  
attended the lectures but slept off the cold. We  

also had Fr. Robert Samuelson from Texas for tea 
at our apartment. Thursday we received a letter 
from Fran saying that my high school friend and 
architect, Van Svarerud, had died of a heart attack. 
Our lecture that day was about the Roman  
Catholic Church given by a Jesuit priest. The  
cardinal from London who had been scheduled to 
give the lecture was ñunableò to get there. Too bad. 
The substitute was not the best.  
 
Friday I skipped the Bible lecture in order to go 
into town to cash some travelers' checks. In the 
afternoon our whole group boarded 3 coaches  
and were taken on a tour of ñChartwell,ò Winston 
Churchill's former residenceðnice, but far from 
palatial. We were privileged to meet (and  
photograph) Churchill's secretary and lap dog.  
After dinner, we took a long walk around the city 
walls of Canterbury with the Sayers and the  
Andrews. 
 
FridayðJuly 25ðwas St. James Day, the 27th  
anniversary of my ordination. We rented a car  
and drove along the coast to Ashford, Rye, and 
Peasemarsh (where my Grandfather Smeed had 
sung in the choir). On our way back to Canterbury 
we stopped in Northiam for the highest high tea 
we ever hope to see at the home of Mrs. Charles 
(Elizabeth Smeed) Dengate, whom Uncle Herbert 
always referred to as ñSis.ò We had let her know 
that morning that we would stop on our way back 
and she had evidently got cookies and cakes and 
other goodies from every woman in the village! It 
was tremendous!  
 
 

 
The Preacher & the Teacher:  
the story of our years at St. Georgeôs  
as told by Father Alfred S. Tyson 

The Preacher & The Teacher 
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Liverpool Cathedral  
Liverpool, England  

 
 
The Cathedral Church of Christ  
in Liverpool is the Church of  
England Cathedral of the  
Diocese of Liverpool and is the 
seat of the Bishop of Liverpool.  
At 621 feet long it is the longest 
cathedral in the world and is the 
fifth largest cathedral worldwide.  
 
 
 
 
When the first Bishop of Liverpool was installed  
in 1880, there was no cathedralïonly a small  
parish church. In 1881 an Act of Parliament  
authorized a cathedral to be built and in 1902 a 
site was purchased on a hill overlooking the city. 
The foundation stone was laid in 1904. This was 
only the third Anglican cathedral to be built in 
England since the 16th century. Giles Scott was  
the architect chosen to design the new building. 
Although he was only 22 years old, both his  
grandfather and father had been well-known 
church designers.  
 
The Lady Chapel was the first part to be completed 
and was consecrated in 1910. Work continued in 
stops and starts over the years because of lack of 
manpower and materials during the two World 
Wars. Scott died in 1960 and it was passed to  
Frederick Thomas to complete the work. The  
dedication service was eventually held in October, 
1978.  
 
The 13 bells in the 331 foot bell tower are the 
worldôs highest and heaviest ringing peal of bells 
(the bells themselves are 220 ft. above floor level). 
The organ is the largest pipe organ in the United 
Kingdom and consists of two five-manual consoles 
and 10,268 pipes.  
 
 

In 1931, artist Edward Preston was commissioned 
for a series of sculptures and in the next 30 years 
he produced over 50 sculptures, 10 memorials, 
and several reliefs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñLoaves and Fishesò  
by Edward Carter Preston 

Cathedrals of the World  
by Doug Holloway 

This article was first published here in the April 2015  

issue and has been updated slightly. 
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Lessons and Carols 
 
Every year at St. Georgeôs our first Sunday of Christmas service is that of Lessons and Carols. This  
Anglican custom dates back to 1878, when the Royal Cornwall Gazette reported that the choir of  
Truro Cathedral would sing a service of carols at 10 pm on Christmas Eve.  
 

The Choir of the Cathedral will sing a number of carols in the Cathedral on  
Christmas Eve, the service commencing at 10 pm. We understand that this  
is at the wish of many of the leading parishioners and others. A like service  
has been instituted in other cathedral and large towns, and has been much  
appreciated. It is the intention of the choir to no longer continue the custom  
of singing carols at the residences of members of the congregation.  

 
Two years later, Edward White Benson, Bishop of Truro who later became Archbishop of Canterbury, 
formalized the service with Nine Lessons for use on Christmas Eve 1880. The first service took place in 
the temporary wooden structure serving as his cathedral while the new cathedral was being built. Over 
400 people attended this first service. There is an oft-repeated myth that the purpose of the service was 
to keep men out of the pubs.  
 
The service has subsequently been in continuous use (with modifications) in Truro since 1880. In  
December 2013 Truro Cathedral staged a reconstruction of the original 1880 Nine Lessons with Carols 
Service which was attended by an audience of over 1,500 people.  
 
 

History 

 
O blessed Lord Jesus, our choicest gift, our dearest guest;  
Give us thankful hearts for Thee to-day.  
 
Let not our souls be busy inns that have no room for Thee and Thine,  
but quiet homes of prayer and praise, where Thou mayst find fit company,  
where the needful cares of life are wisely ordered and put away,  
and wide sweet spaces kept for Thee, where holy thoughts pass up and down,  
and fervent longings watch and wait Thy coming.  
 
So when Thou comest again, O Blessed One, mayst Thou find all things ready,  
and Thy servants waiting for no new master, but for one long loved and known.  
 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus.   
Amen. 
 
 
from In His Presence: Personal Religion in Poetry and Prayer by Lucy Howe Jenkins, 1922 

Inspiration 



ððððððððððððððððððððDragon Scoop December 2025ðððïðððððððïðððððððððð

11 

 

Humor 

 
 

Stamp Club News 

Poster by Clarence Adams,  

Umpqua Valley Stamp Club 
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St. George Episcopal Church 
1024 S.E. Cass Avenue 
Roseburg, OR. 97470 
 
541-673-4048 
 
stgeorge@saintgeorgesepiscopal.com 
www.saintgeorgesepiscopal.com 
www.facebook.com/episcopalroseburg 
www.youtube.com/@episcopalroseburg 

St. George Episcopal Church publishes THE DRAGON SCOOP monthly. 
If you would like something to be considered for the newsletter please talk to  

Leigh Van Sickle, Editor 

OFFICE HOURS 
10 amð2 pm 

Monday through Friday 

Co-Rectors: The Revs. Janine & Matt Goodrich 
Senior Warden:  Pete Benham 

Co-Junior Wardens:   
Bob Spielman & Sue Phelps 
 Treasurer:  Kathy Glockner 
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