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Happy 100th Birthday, Thelma!

Beloved parishioner Thelma Sayers turned 100 on
Nov. 5. The church celebrated with a party for her
friends and family on Nov. 8, which was followed by
a congregational gettogether on Nov. 9 after the
worship service. The gatherings were planned and
organized by David Sayers and the ECW.

Thelma was born in England and immigrated with

her mother to Connecticut in 1923. After high school
Thelma was accepted into the Church Army, where
she met the Rev. Albert Sayers, who had just returned
from Point Hope, Alaska, where he did missionary
work with native Eskimos. The two fell in love and
married. Albert was assigned to churches in West
Virginia from 1942 to 1949. Then in 1949 they were
asked to return to Alaska. They served 10 years in
Alaska and then went to Grants Pass where they
served another 15 years at

Thel ma has been a member o
when Fr. Sayers was assigned to assist Fr. Tyson here

in Roseburg. She is an integral part of our church and
community life.
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Pastor Gail |l 6s Ponld

The Birth of Jesus 0 each week, as we increase the number of
Little Things Mean a Lot candles we light. This singing of the hymn,
the lighting of the candles, adds to the
From John 1:14, we read, anticipation we feel and point the way to
fAnd the Word became flesh and lived the upcoming birth of our Messiah and Lord.

among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a f at h e rThisyean Advent 2820, il feel different

full of grace and t r uanditwill bedifferent. We are all looking
for ways to celebrate which are different
We love the calm, cosmic view of the Word from other years. It h
becoming flesh given t o uandryfirstChristmas togethgr ehich was
Gospel. Yet, we also cherish the details of spent in Saudi Arabia. We had no family
the birth of the babe in the manager and hold close members around and overseas phone calls

the words which Luke s har weseprofibitiklg expessive. There were
bith, Al n those days a decr e aoGlrstmas trees, but & Davichand | were

the Emperor Augustus that all the world working in the semi-arid land around Taif,

should be registered. . . . Joseph also went we found a juniper and asked if we could

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to use one of her branches to decorate our

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem. small home. Thankfully the juniper said yes!

He went to be registered with Mary, to whom We had no decorations, but my sister-in-law

he was engaged and who was expecting a sent us a Hallmark ornament that we still

child. While they were there, the time came have that said, AFirst
for her to deliver her child. And she gave home. 0O I still think al
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him ornament on our tree.

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no pl acWehadfoundtalClrristianicommurityewhichn n.. 0

Luke 2:1-7 met on the Northrup compound. | brought

my guitar and remember singing with the
The grace of God was delivered to earth in the group ASilent Night. O
package of a tiny, squirmy baby boy. He was a Christmas doesndét havle
little child, but he split open time and began a as wonderful and meaningful. Think back
journey to the cross where death was defeated to Mary and Josephds ni
once and for all. The strain and haste and Jesus was born and the angels and shepherds
worry in this very human &meandrejoicéd. This wililbe 6ur decomdt h
reminds us of our own human lives. ltis a Christmas in Roseburg. Our first was in 1992
story that draws us as irresistibly as we are and all of my family came. Each year is
drawn into all the busy ways that we create to di fferent, but AJesus i
celebrate this Holy Birth. so we can know that ndal |
This is the reason we, in the liturgical churches, Blessings to all of you as we prepare our hearts
make a very concerted effort to practice the and minds to meet Jesus walking with us on
tradition of Advent, a time of reflection and our pathwayd always encouraging, always
quietude. Our Advent season is the four stirring, always teachi
Sundays leading up to Christmas Eve. During
the season of Advent we light the candles on Pastor Gail

the Advent wreath. This year we will add the
tradition of singing fiLight One Candle to Watch
f or Me s$nereéasing th&number of verses
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Upcoming

December Schedule
Sunday Advent Services , Dec. 6, 13, & 2®
10 a.m.

Wed. Prayer Service , Dec. 2,9, 1® 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study, Dec. 2,9, & 1® 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Compline Service , Dec. 248
4:00 p.m.

Come enjoy the company of your

St. George's family for this very

traditional service.

A Service of Lessons & Carols
10:00 a.m.

, Dec. 2

2021 Pledges

Pledge forms will be distributed at the Dec. 6
service or mailed directly to you if you are not
able to attend. This year you will get an
unexpected bonusd we are also giving out
color copies of the St. Francis prayer, as well as

a St. Francis medal for any who wish to have one.

Christmas Poinsettias
and Wreaths

The large wreaths have been ordered. If you
would like to donate poinsettias or money

toward the cost of them or the wreaths in honor
or memory of someone, it would be appreciated.
If you want to honor or remember someone with
your donation call the office. You may bring your
donation to church, to the office, or mail it in.
Poinsettias should be brought in Sun., Dec. 20 or
the 21st23rd, 10:00-2:00.

The Christmas Giving Tree

We have 30 names this year. So, | am asking
you to consider taking two names this year
or take a name to a friend who would like
one. If you are not comfortable coming to
the service, you could stop by the church
10:00-2:00 on Tues. or Wed. this week and
pick up one or two tags. If you would rather,
you may donate money and someone can
shop for you. Be sure you tell the office
secretary the name and number on the tag
and your name and a number where we can
reach you. The gifts must be back at church
by Sat., Dec. 12.

bj




