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The Episcopal Church Welcomes You  

Mission Statement:  
ñLoving God, Loving Our 

Neighborsò 

ñMore blessed to give than to receiveò 

If you are seeking the spirit of Christmas, 
there is no better way than to choose a  
childôs name from our annual Christmas  
Giving Tree.  This year 25 local childrenð
who otherwise would receive no  giftsð 
have been selected by the Dept. of Human 
Resources as recipients of St. George  
parishionersô generosity. 
 
Thelma Sayers has coordinated the Tree in 
past years, and now Peggy Reiter has joined 
her. 
 
Itôs up to the members of the congregation  
to select a child and choose presents.  Each 
card on the tree has a childôs name with wish 
list, clothing sizes, and color preferences.   
There are still about half the names left.  
Bring the wrapped presents to church along 
with the card by Sunday, December 9. 
 
If you prefer, give a cash or check donation  
to Thelma right away so she has time to shop.  
She will not only choose the gifts, she will 
match your funds.  Call her at 541-672-8858 
if you have questions. 
 
Thelma says that every year when the DHS 
workers come to pick up the packages, they 
are thrilled.  They work with the children  
and see firsthand how happy they are with 
their Christmas presents. 

Thelma (left) and Peggy  
show off the names on this yearôs tree,  
which was decorated by Mik Carlson.  

St. Georgeôs Tree tradition goes back at least 25 years. 
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Rectorôs Letter 

Dear Friends, 
 
You may sing this on the first Sunday of  
Advent:   
 
 ñLo! he comes, with clouds descending.ò   
 
Very dramatic.  Not all of us are fond of drama. 
Quiet routine is really nice.  Yet we are all  
invited to participate as actors in the ñGreat  
Drama,ò the mystery of love and redemption.  
 
Godôs glory can be revealed in a blossom, or  
an aardvark, at a birth or on a death bed, in a 
prayer, in a moment of generosity, or in the  
creation of a galaxy.  Godôs glory is greatly  
revealed when we show kindness to someone  
who has not earned it, but needs it.  
 
St. Irenaeus, the great second-century  
theologian, expressed the essence of  
Christianity in the phrase, ñthe glory of God  
is a human being fully alive!ò  To be fully  
alive is a challenging concept.  I fall short  
of it, yet I know something of it when I am  
filled with joy, feeling alive and loved.  Those  
are moments when I have given myself in  
love to God or neighbor. 
 
As we approach Christmas (and ñGiving  
Tuesdayò), our mail and email are filled  
with appeals to give to worthy causes, and  
a few not so worthy.  Soon Pam and I will sit  
down to look at a stack of appeals, choosing  

if and how to respond.  Many will receive  
small gifts, tokens of encouragement.  Some  
will get nothing, which feels sad but is  
necessary.  Others will receive more.  Most  
of our giving goes to St. Lukeôs and St. Markôs.   
I hope you will join us by investing in the  
ministries of your parish, your diocese, and  
the Episcopal Church.  
 
The Church needs more than money.  It  
needs our time and energy.  We care for our  
own health of mind and body so we can be  
useful to others:  to family and neighbors, to  
community and church.  We manage money  
as a tool for Godôs people and Godôs work.   
And we do it all with gratitude, for God loves  
us just as we are.   
 
At Christmas we celebrate a great and awesome 
mystery, the incarnation of the Son of God as a 
human baby, in Bethlehem of Judea.  Do come 
and share the joy.  Come as you are.  Come  
despite past disappointments and failures,  
despites confusions and doubts.  Come and  
be welcomed.  Come and be fed.  Come and  
rejoice that Christ is born in Bethlehem!  Come 
sing with the angels!  Maybe you can even bring 
some friends. 
 
In Christ,  
  
Fr. Jim+  
 
 

Fr. Jim and Pam send thanks for your kindness 
and generosity in so many ways, and particularly 
for your gifts on ñClergy Appreciation Sundayò 
and for our wedding anniversary.  
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Jean Bowden (above left) and Frances 
 in front of a stunning display of Guatemalan crafts.  

Photo by Bill Riley  

Parish News  

 

Our own Father Jim and Pam Boston 
received the Bishop's Cross Award at 
this yearôs Convention. 
 
ñIn delivering this honor, Bishop  
Michael Hanley spoke of the myriad 
ways this couple has served The  
Episcopal Church over the past decades. 
 
ñThey are a blessing at their current 
parish, St. George Episcopal Church in 
Roseburg, one of five (or maybe more?) 
churches they've served in the diocese. 
They also are active members and  
leaders in Global Episcopal Mission 
Network and have been involved in  
diocesan and international church  
leadership.ò 
 
~ Episcopal Diocese of Oregonôs  

 Facebook page, November 2 

On November 18,  St. Georgeôs  
welcomed a special guest, Frances  
Dixon.  She is the founder and  
president of Adopt -a-Village in 
Guatemala.  During the service  
she  spoke of her call to what she 
described as a little backwater in 
Central America.  
 
She talked about the children there 
who are born into unremitting  
poverty and chronic malnutrition. 
These children have changed her 
life and she has committed herself 
to bettering their conditions 
through the Maya Jaguar School.  
 
After the worship service, Frances 
spoke in more detail to enthralled 
parishioners about her work in 
Guatemala. 
 
www.adoptavillage.com 

Left to right, Pam, Father Jim, and Bishop Michael.  

Photo by permission of the Episcopal Diocese of Oregon. 

https://www.adoptavillage.com/

